
The German Handshake Packet
This Packet is prepared for SGGS members who don’t 

speak German, but who are planning a trip to a German-
speaking country.  The Packet’s main features consist of 
two letters of introduction (travelers carry several copies of 
each), both written entirely in German.  The first is a let-
ter signed by the President of SGGS, asking the recipient to 
welcome the bearer as a valued member of the Sacramento 
German Genealogy Society.  The other letter, signed by the 
SGGS member, introduces the member and relates that he/
she is searching for specific ancestral information and will 
appreciate any suggestions or other assistance which the re-
cipient of the letter might wish to offer.

Attached to this second letter is a personalized sheet of 
details about the ancestors whom the member is searching, 
including their names, birth dates, birth places, places of res-
idence in their homelands, dates and place of marriage, date 
of emigration, and places of residence in the United States.

Additionally, the Packet includes English translations of 

both letters for the traveler’s sole use, and a list of instruc-
tions for using the Packet.

SGGS must receive all applications for the German 
Handshake Packet at least 30 days before departure.

To order the Packet, complete the form below, printing 
all information in block letters.  Include your check made 
payable to “SGGS” for $5.00 for one immigrant ancestor 
(and parents).  Add $5.00 for each additional immigrant an-
cestor (with parents).  If you are not an SGGS member, 
add the $30 (single) or $35 (couple) membership fee.  
(The letter signed by the SGGS President identifies you as 
an SGGS member).

Send your check and application to:
 SGGS
 c/o Milt Kelly
 210 San Carlos Way
 Novato, CA 94945-1628

Application for the German Handshake Packet

Immigrant
Immigrant’s

Mother
Immigrant’s

Father

Full Name

Date of Birth

Place of Birth

Date of Marriage

Place of Marriage
Place of Residence

in Homeland

Date of Emigration XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Residence in USA XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

SGGS ID No.:  ___________Name:____________________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________
Daparture Date:  __________________  Telephone No.:  (_____)_______________ Email Addr: _________________

Planning a trip
to Germany ?

You don’t speak
German ?

HS 0907


